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NYSED Assessments, Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR), and the Common 

Core Learning Standards (CCLS) 

Questions and Answers 

 

The District has developed a series of questions concerning the various components of the New York State 

Education Department’s (NYSED) testing requirements, Annual Professional Performance Review, and the 

Common Core Learning Standards. The following answers are provided based upon the best information 

available. 

 

1. Question: Can a child fail a grade if they do not perform well on a New York State Assessments in 

grades 3-8? 

Answer:  A child will not fail or advance a grade based on their Grades 3-8 NYS Assessment score.  

 

2. Question: Do students with disabilities have to take the New York State Assessments in grades 3-8? 

Answer: All students, including those with disabilities, are given the New York State Assessments or 

possibly an alternate assessment.  

 

3. Question: Have any changes been made to the testing to allow for learning differences and special 

needs children? 

Answer: Accommodations would be reflected on the students IEP or 504 specifically addressing 

either local or state assessments. Unless specifically stated on the IEP, the district/school is not at 

liberty to make any “changes” to the assessment. 

 

4. Question: What happens to my child on the day of the NYS assessment if he/she refuses to take the 

assessment? 

Answer: As per the field memo from Steven Katz, Office of State Assessment, the NYS Education 

Department requires that all students in public school grades 3-8 take all state assessments 

administered for their grade level.  Students who attend school on a testing date will have the 

assessment placed in front of him/her.  If the child refuses to take the assessment, the assessment 

will be removed from the child, a 999 code will be entered on the answer sheet and the child will be 

asked to remain in the testing room. At that point the student may read or sit silently. 

 

5. Question: What happens to my child if he/she comes to school on a make-up day? 

Answer: Make-up days are designated for only those students who are not present on the 

designated administration dates. Normal instruction occurs on make-up days, except for those 

students who were absent on the administration date. 

 



 

 2 

6. Question: What happens to the school and/or district when students refuse to take NYS 

Assessments? 

Answer: Schools/districts that do not have a 95% participation rate on the Grades 3-8 Assessments 

and the High School ELA and math assessments will not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

 

Failure to make Adequate Yearly Progress for the same accountability group in the same subject for 

two consecutive years will result in the school becoming a Local Assistance Plan designated school.  

 

7. Question: How is my child’s attendance record marked if he/she does not come to school on a 

testing date or make-up date? 

Answer: Your child’s attendance record is marked with an unexcused (illegal) absence for any school 

day absence that is not outlined by the NYS Education Department guidelines for attendance. 

 

8. Question: What are the implications for students not tested? 

Answer: Loss of vital information about a child’s achievement and growth in English Language Arts, 

Math and Science. Normed state assessments provide comparisons of one’s students score with 

others in the grade, county, and State. Possible denial of needed Academic Intervention Services for 

the student. The District is awaiting additional guidance from the New York State Education 

Department. 

 

 

9. Question: What happens to teachers of those students who refuse to take an assessment? 

Answer: Teachers who do not have sufficient valid scores for students related to Growth Score 

calculations, Student Learning Objective Assessments and/or Achievement Assessments, may not 

earn points outlined in their Annual Professional Performance Review. 

 

10. Question: Who created the Common Core? 

Answer: The nation’s governors (through the National Governors Association) and State Education 

Commissioners (through the Council of Chief State School Officers) in partnership with Achieve, 

ACT, and the College Board developed the Common Core. 

 

11. Question: Is testing a Common Core requirement? 

Answer: Testing is a requisite component of the Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 

commonly known as No Child Left Behind (NCLB). 

 

12. Question: What is the status of data dashboards and InBloom? 

Answer: The New York State Education Department will not immediately require districts to select 

and utilize new data dashboards. The State Education Department has stated that they will work 

with legislators to address concerns about security with third party vendors. 
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13. Question: The NYS Education Department mandates assessments at the Elementary, Middle and 

Secondary levels.  What are these required assessments? 

Answer: Mandated assessments include: 

 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math 

 Grades 4 & 8 Science 

 LOTE proficiency (French & Spanish) 

 High School Regents in ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies 

 

14. Question: Under the new APPR system, educators will be assessed using multiple measures of 

effectiveness across various components.  What are these components? 

Answer: The three components of the evaluation system include: 

 Student Growth on State assessments or comparable measures (for educators who do not 

teach in grades/subjects with State assessments). 

 Locally-selected measures of student growth or achievement (sometimes referred to as 

SLOs). 

 Other measures of teacher and principal effectiveness including supervisor classroom 

observation or school visits. 

 

15. Question: The new Common Core state assessments were administered in spring of 2013, what 

happened? 

Answer: The length of the assessments (ELA & Math) increased, they became more rigorous, and 

the scale was changed and cut scores were raised. As a result, state-wide performance on the 

assessment reach slightly higher than 30%. 

 

 

 

 

 


